THE HOME PARTY
SUGGESTIONS FOR

DINNER HOSTS

Thanks for the extra help you are giving to us by inviting your friends to dinner to learn about our ministry.

1.
Invite 2 to 4 couples or an equivalent number of singles to attend. They should be close Christian friends.

2.
A mid-week night might be best for your friends’ schedules. The dinner could begin around 6:30-7:00 and should end by 9:30.

3.
Phone to invite them just as you normally would invite them for dinner.

The following may be helpful as you think through what you will say to your friends when you invite them:,

You are inviting a few friends over for dinner.

2.
The purpose is to meet a Campus Crusade staff member whom you support and who is special to you.

3.
You would like them to meet the staff member and learn about their exciting ministry.

4.
As you may know they have to raise their own financial support:

A.
Which can be a real faith stretcher. (I sure wouldn’t want to have to do it).

B.
They will tell about their need, but there is no pres​sure or asking you to make a decision at the dinner.

C.
No hands raised,. . no pledge cards turned in.

D.
They will just like to phone you a few days later to see if the Lord lays it on your heart to help support them.

5.
Can you check your calendar to see if you are free on (day) evening the (date)?




SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT

THE ACTUAL DINNER

1.
To save you preparation time . ..We could slip in and prepare the dinner or help :n other ways.

2.
When the guests arrive . . . it would be helpful as you introduce us to give us a little of their background such as what they do, number and ages of children, etc.

3.
During the dinner itself. . . It may seem a little unusual but it’s been helpful and fun when the host asks a couple of questions for each person around the table to answer. Examples: hat do you like best about your work? What involvements occupy your spare time? What is a favorite hobby or special thing you enjoy?

4.
After dinner and before dessert. . . This is when we would like to adjourn to your family/living room for our presentation. We would appreciate your reintroducing us and explaining to your friends why you believe in us and our ministry

5.
After our presentation . . . Invite everyone back to the dining room for dessert and coffee. This is a nice way to end the evening together.

6.
Clean up . . . Count on us to clear the table, do the dishes and whatever else we can to help.

7.
Last but not least. . . We would appreciate your giving us your guests’ home and work phone numbers. We will then phone them three or four days after the dinner to see if God leads them to be a part of our support team.

We love children, but at the dinner they can be distraction. If some of your friends have young children, here are some ideas:

•
They use their own babysitter.

•
All the kids go to one of your friend’s home and one sitter  watches them.

•
They all come to your home but are fed and taken care of by a sitter who watches them in a separate area of your house.

•
We, of course, would gladly pay for the babysitter.

SAMPLE OF PARTNER HOME PARTY LETTER # 1 (Invitation letter for people to host you)


SAMPLE OF PARTNER HOME PARTY LETTER #2 
(Give to those willing to host)



Tom & Judy Livingston


9034 Manning Avenue


Kansas City, MO 64138








� TIME \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" �April 2, 2006�





Dear Bob & Joan,





[2-3 personal paragraphs]

















The Lord has been gracious in meeting our needs, bur we need to take some time to raise some additional support. Over the last year our need has become significant due to a number of things.  We have had and will continue to have regular monthly medical expenses. We’ve lost support from some of our ministry partners who have lost their jobs.  We’ve been trying to live at only 50% of our needed budget over the last year, so even some of our regular and housing expenses have piled up. We are confident that the Lord will rise up the $1200 per month that we need.





You have been such a blessing to us by supporting and praying for us. But there is another way that you can be a great help to us. What we really need is to be able to meet some new people to whom we can present the excitement and impact of our ministry and see if the Lord leads them to support us. A very effective way to do that is through a small dinner. Would you be willing or have a dinner for us to introduce us to two to four of your Christian friends? We know that this is asking a lot from you. 





Our ministry has found that meeting people in this kind of atmosphere is a great way for us to be introduced. We want them to know before they come that we will be sharing about our ministry and asking for support. But they will not be asked to make a decision that night. 





We are planning to be in town and would ask you to consider one of those evenings.  Tom and I would be glad to provide or help you make dinner.





We would appreciate your considering this. We’ll give you a call in a few days to see if you will be able to help us in this way.





Yours in Christ,





Tom & Judy





Tom & Judy Livingston


9034 Manning Avenue


Kansas City, MO 64138





� TIME \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" �April 2, 2006�





Dear





Thanks for the extra help you’re giving us by inviting your friends to your home to learn about our ministry. Raising support is the hardest thing we have to do and we appreciate your help.





Here are some guidelines for you as a Dinner Host:





Invite 2-4 Christian couples or an equivalent number of singles to attend. 


The dinner could begin around 6:30 – 7:00 and should end by 9:30.


Phone to invite them just as you normally would invite them for dinner. Because of busy schedules, a follow up or “reminder” call a day or two before the dinner would be helpful.





The following may be helpful as you think through what you will say to your friends when you invite the:


You are inviting a few friends over for dinner.


The purpose is to meet YWAM missionary whom you support and who is special to you. (


You would like them to meet the staff member and learn about their ministry.


As you may know, they have to raise their own financial support:


Which can be a real faith stretcher. (I sure wouldn’t want to have to do it).


They will tell you about their need, but there is no pressure or asking you to make a decision at the dinner.


No hands raised . . . no pledge cards turned in. They would just like to phone you a few days later to see if the Lord lays it on your heart to help support them.


Can you check your calendar to see if you are free on (day) evening the (date)?





We have some thoughts about the actual dinner. We appreciate you doing this, and want to make the evening as easy as possible for you.





To save you prep time, we could slip in and prepare the dinner or bring carry out. (At our cost)


When the guests arrive, it would be helpful as you introduce us if you would give us a little of their background such as what they do, number and ages of children, etc.


During the dinner itself, it would be helpful if you, as the host would keep conversation flowing. Discuss their hobbies, work, etc.


After dinner and before dessert we would like to “adjourn” to the living room or family room for our presentation. We would appreciate you reintroducing us and explaining to your friends why you believe in us and our ministry. We’ll need a TV and VCR to show a video.


After our presentation invite everyone back into the dining room for coffee and dessert. This is a nice way to end the evening together.


Count on us to clear the table, do the dishes and whatever else we can do to help.


Last, but not least, we would appreciate your giving us your guests’ home and work phone numbers. We will then phone them in three or four days after the dinner to see if God leads them to be a part of our support team.


Again, thank you for going the extra mile for us to help us with our task of support raising. We’ll have a great time together, and trust the Lord for the results.





Love in Christ,





Tom & Judy








